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RESPONSE 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

This is in response to the Office Action dated January 5, 2009. Reconsideration is 
respectfully requested. 

In the previous Office Action, claims 1-9 are rejected on the ground of nonstatutory 
obviousness-type double patenting in view of the claims in U.S. Patent No. 6,286,780 (claims 1- 
3); U.S. Patent No. 6,059,222 (claims 4-6) and U.S. Patent No. 5,967,445 (claims 7-9). In 
response, a terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.321(c) is submitted herewith in 
order to overcome the rejection. 



Since there does not appear to be any further issues remaining in the present application, 
the Examiner is requested to pass this case to issue. 
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Shoji YUYAMA et al. 




Michael S. Huppert 
Registration No. 40,268 
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